
Materials You Will 

Need: 

Shabby Vintage Book  

 

 

 

This workshop has been designed to show you 

how to make a quick yet effective notebook 

using the Tim Holtz vintage shabby paper pad 

along with some Spellbinder dies. 

Take one of the 12” x12” that has the sheet 

divided into 4 x 6” square panels. Cut 

horizontally across the middle of the page. 

Score down the centre line of the cut piece. Top Tip - 

Score lightly & then turn the piece over a score again 

as this will make sure the spine won`t crack if you 

are a bit heavy handed with your scoring. 

 

 

Now score in half 4 pieces of A4 

160gsm pieces of white paper. 
Select a labels 1 die that will fit within the 

folded square cover & place the edge of the 

die over the folded edge of the white card. 

Use low tack tape to secure the die in place. 

 

Grand Calibur 
Die Cutting 
Machine 
 
Spellbinder – 
Grand Labels 1 Die 
& Labels 4 Die 
 
Cosmic Shimmer 
PVA Glue & 
Wonder Tape 
 
Wrinkled Ribbon 
 
Zipper Roses 
Self Adhesive 
Pearls 
 
Tim Holtz Vintage 
Shabby Paper Pad 

 
Non- Stick 

Craft Sheet 

Tim Holtz 
Distress Inks  
Vintage Photo 
& Victorian 
Velvet Ink Pad 
 
 
JustRite Cling 
Shabby Chic 
Stamp Set 
 
 

Nick Bantock - 
Van Dyke 
Brown Pad 

 
 
 

 

 

The self adhesive pearls and zipper 

roses finish the piece off nicely. 



  

Place the piece through the Grand Calibur 

machine. Emboss the piece for an added feature 

to the page. Using this technique will allow the 

page to have a folded edge at the spine. 

Repeat this process on the remaining 3 

pieces of white card. 

 

 

For quickness with this project the `JustRite` Shabby 

Chic Labels 4  will be used as they can be stamped & 

then cut out using the labels 4 Nestibilities dies. 

Stamp the different images using the Nick 

Bantock brown ink pad onto some 160gsm 

paper. Place the labels 4 dies over the image 

and secure in place with some low tack tape. 

 

Decide on the feel of the colours for the 

project. Here pinks, blacks & browns have 

been picked. Often laying all the pieces 

out makes you think of different ideas. 

 

 

 

The stamps come on a hard covered image 

indexed panel complete with holes to store 

them in a binder. 

 

Cut each piece out & cut just the words 

out on one of the pieces to decoupage it 

later. 
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Distress the edges of the front 

cover using the Tim Holtz 

Victorian velvet ink pad. 



 

 

Cut a panel using the labels 1 die and 

the same shade of paper. Glue the cut 

shape onto the front panel of the card. 

Snip the pearls on the acetate to divide 

the swirls up into smaller pieces.  

 

Shabby Vintage Book  

 

  

Lay thin strips of the pearls on the lower 

section of the book. This way you can 

completely change the feeling of the pearls. 

Distress the edges of the pages for the book. Here 

cut`n`dry foam has been used for the top page and 

then the distress pad has been used directly onto the 

page on the lower piece. This just shows how you can 

achieve different effects from the same ink pad.  

Place the pages into the front cover 

and pierce a hole through the spine of 

the card. Repeat this a bit further up 

the spine. 

  

Poke the ribbon through the hole. Use a 

pokey tool to help the ribbon through. 

Pass the other end of the ribbon 

through the other hole. 



 

Now pull the ribbons so it leaves a nice flush 

ribbon across the inside of the book. Tie the 

ends into a bow to hold all the pages together. 

  

 

 

Here is a close up view of the front cover. 

Using this technique for the book means 

you can add many layers of folded card to 

the piece. Why not add 3 groups of paper 

& 3 bows up the spine so the pages don`t 

get to bulky. The ribbon can be untied to 

remove any pages if needed. 

Add a small black bow under the 2 zipper 

roses that have been added to the centre 

of the swirls. 

Distress the edges of the cut stamped images 

using the Victorian velvet ink pad.  

 

Add the larger label to the front panel 

using foam tape for added dimension. Add 

the smaller decoupaged piece to the 

centre of the label. 

 

Stick the pieces on each of the right hand side 

pages in the book. 
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